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[bookmark: _Hlk206766680]OPRC Consultation on the The Online Procedure (Core Rules and Pilot Schemes) Rules 2026

Respondent name: The Transparency Project
Organisation:  The Transparency Project 
The Transparency Project is an educational charity that aims to make family law clearer. We have answered Question 3 only, as this relates to family proceedings.
Questions
Question 1: The OPRC is under a duty to provide Online Procedure Rules that are simple and simply expressed. How well do you think the draft Online Procedure Rules achieve this? Please provide specific examples.
	Comments:






Question 2: The OPRC is keen to ensure that the draft Online Procedure Rules clearly set out what people can expect when engaging with online proceedings governed by the Online Procedure Rules. How well do you think the draft Online Procedure Rules achieve this aim?
	Comments:






Question 3: While the draft Online Procedure Rules will initially apply only to possession proceedings, the intention is that they will eventually apply to all proceedings where there are Online Procedure Rules. How applicable is the chosen terminology to proceedings in other jurisdictions such as family or tribunals? Are there any specific examples that need to be reconsidered?


	Comments: 
1. Rules relating to family proceedings should specifically consider the potential vulnerability of parties where there have been allegations or concerns about domestic abuse and/or child abuse. The Committee should engage with specialist professions and services when drafting new rules for Family Court to ensure that vulnerable parties are not discriminated against.
2. The term 'reasonable' in rule 7(g): 'allowing reasonable public access to court and tribunal decision-making' is inappropriate and too broad in the context of the open justice principle. This principle applies in all jurisdictions including family proceedings held in private. The Committee's powers should include enabling public access in accordance with the current law. We suggest amending 7(g) to read:
'allowing public access to court and tribunal decision-making in accordance with the open justice principle and the relevant jurisdictional rules. This includes access directly by members of the public and access by reporters to proceedings held in private, for the purpose of reporting in the public interest'. 





Question 4: The overriding objective sets out what the OPRC aims to achieve by making these rules. Is this clear? If not, why not?
	Comments:






Question 5: Do you have any other comments on the wording of these draft rules?
	Comments:






Responses should be sent to OPRCConsultations@justice.gov.uk by 10am on Thursday 15 January 2026.

trustees@transparencyproject.org.uk14 January 2026
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